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Createspace, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Louisa May Alcott was the first Civil War army nurse to publish an
account of her service. Since she was not yet famous at the author of Little Women, the appearance of Hospital
Sketches in the summer of 1863 was the also the first of her works to win her widespread attention. Bored with
life at home and wanting to contribute something to the war eIort, Alcott volunteered to serve as an nurse.
AJer a wait of several months, she was assigned to the Union Hotel Hospital in Washington D.C. She arrived in
mid-December, and her very first day brought her responsibility for forty patients when another nurse fell ill. It
was a sign of things to come. Three days aJer her arrival, the hospital was flooded with wounded from the
Battle of Fredericksburg. Initially horrified at the idea of giving the wounded sponge baths, Alcott quickly
overcame this misplaced modesty and became accustomed to the sights and sounds of the the ward. By the
end of her brief service, she had learned how to feed, bathe and comfort the wounded, change dressings and
administer medicine. . .even watch amputations without revulsion. It was as the night nurse on a three-room
ward that she found the vivid characters she would bring to life in Hospital Sketches. There was a little Ohio
sergeant she called Baby B, who had lost his right arm in battle and was teaching himself to write leJ handed.
(He would later become one of her faithful correspondents) There was a 12-year old drummer mourning the
loss of a buddy, a helpful Prussian who spoke no English, and a nameless man so addled by war...
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