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illustrated. 1909 edition. Excerpt: . . . are included in the estimate. Both have been demonstrated to be
practicable, and undoubtedly should be considered in any estimate made of the available water power
resources of the country. Using the smaller figure of 30, 000, 000 h. p. as an illustration, to develop an equal
amount of energy in our most modern steamelectric plants would require the burning of nearly 225, 000, 000
tons of coal per annum, and in the average steam engine plant, as now existing, more than 650, 000, 000 tons of
coal, or 50, in excess of the total coal production of the country in 1906. At an average price of 3. 00 per ton it
would require the consumption of coal costing 2, 000, 000, 000 to produce an equivalent power in steam plants
of the present general type. The supply of water power is limited, however, when the rapid rate of increase in
our power requirements is considered, and great care, therefore, must be exercised to insure the preservation
of our water power resources and to secure the maximum practicable development. Water Powers of the
Upper Mississippi and Tributaries, and Water Powers of the Southern Appalachian System, by M. O. Leighton,
Chief Hydrographer, U. S. Geological Survey. t Computed by F. G. Moorhead, in The Worlds Work, April 1908, p.
10091. Total power used in United States. Using the data furnished by the census returns of 1900, 1902, and 1905
as a basis and applying the...
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