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abstract: The year 2012 marks the 67th year since which time the world has not seen any direct military
confrontation between superpowers. When World War Il ended in 1945 the Cold War came about and was
fought out by the USA and Soviet Union with mediate means. Even the end of the US-Soviet conflict preceded
peacefully - a historical unusual demise for a struggling super power. Furthermore, there has been no war
among the USA and the aspirants of super power including China, Japan, Russia and the European Union ever
since. This discovery is named the long peace, also known as the great powers peace. However, it is hard to say
whether a sixty four year long absence of direct military confrontations between great powers is already a
significant indicator for a qualitative shift in international politics, or whether it is nothing but a historical and
contemporary randomness. Could the long peace cease anytime resulting in an apocalyptic world war, or are
we indeed justified to conclude a positive change in the relations among great powers compared with earlier
times More importantly even, are we right in calling this period a long peace, and if so, up to what degree In this
paper | want to undertake three things in turn. First | want to show due to what particularities inherent in the
long peace we may conclude a significant change in great powers relations. Next | will seek to grade the long
peace in its nature and stability. And lastly, I...
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