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Next Succeeding the Interment of Mrs. Temperance Lee H. Hawas; Who Died July 2, 1847, Aged 47 Years Job iv: 5.
- But now it is come upon thee, and thou faintest; it toucheth thee, and thou art troubled. This was the language
of Eliphaz to Job. It was uttered on a deeply interesting occasion. Job was sorely afflicted. He had three
distinguished friends who, hearing of the evils that had come upon him, came from their respective places of
abode, to visit him, and con-dole with him. One of these was Eliphaz the Temanite, who was descended, as is
supposed, from Teman, the grandson of Esau. They all sat down with him upon the ground, and maintained
silence, as the most expressive method of manifesting their sympathy with him, and their sorrow for his
calamities. None spake a word unto him, for they saw that his grief was very great. Job too, was silent, - thus
verifying the truth of the remark, that while our lighter griefs have a voice, the more oppressive are mute. At
length, however, Job broke the silence, in language clearly indicative of an impatient spirit. He opened his
mouth and cursed his day. He expressed the vain and foolish wish, that the day in which he was born might
perish; that it might be blotted out from the calendar, and no longer reckoned with the other days of the year,
nor come into the number of the months. Shall we praise him for this? We praise him not. It was an improper
wish; a wish that can by no means...
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