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English, abstract: Numerous societies who are in a transition period between an authoritarian regime and
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choice is between setting up a truth commission and dealing with the perpetrators of gross human rights
violations in special or conventional courts. Before discussing the South African and the German examples,
part one of this paper examines the diGerent concepts of justice proposed by the two mechanisms of dealing
with the past. Part two then focuses on the South African experience to deal with the atrocities of the apartheid
regime by means of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. The commissions approach on how to deal with
the past will be discussed alongside both its achievements and shortcomings. The controversial debate about
the TRCs policy to grant amnesty for perpetrators of gross human rights violations in return for the truth shall
be a central feature of this part. The German experience and the International Military Tribunal (IMT) at
Nuremberg are the topics of part three. One of the most important achievements of the IMT certainly was its
impact on international law. For the first time in history, although this was not the primary aim of the tribunal,
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