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indexed. Not illustrated. 1855 Excerpt: .by her silent watch, Then sad upon the ground. Now, paroxysms wild of
grief High heave her throbbing breast; A long wild shriek-a hideous laugh, And then she sinks to rest. THE
VILLAGE HOME. 133 Oft would she wring her thin white hands, Play with her silvery hair, Hymn broken snatches
sad of song, Or breathe short words of prayer. Then, as if bending o er her boy, She d sing him soft asleep;
Then start at some imagined sound, And wild affrighted weep. Sometimes she d slumber like a babe Upon its
mother s breast, While watchers pray d that it might be Her last unbroken rest! But like the dread oppressive
calm, Which oft precedes the storm, Its very stillness shadow d dark The tempest s coming form. A piercing
scream--a thrilling look Of hopeless agony; The black cap--death--my Edmund bound, The great black gallows-
tree 1 Hush! hush! | see the gibbet rise, | hear the hammers sound; The hour draws nigh--Save! save, O God! The
throng slow gathers round. A long, wild, piercing shriek--then soft She sinks again to rest, As if no storms had
swept across That calm and peaceful breast. The last night with her shadows came, And dark forebodings wild,
Yet the condemn d, on couch of straw, Slept softly as a child. The last day dawn d, and Edmund Grey Awaited
calm his doom; The preparations grim of death, The dread funereal gloom, Disturb d not now his resolute...
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