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AN IMAGINARY TALE

Paperback. Book Condition: New. Not Signed; Today complex numbers have such widespread practical use--
from electrical engineering to aeronautics--that few people would expect the story behind their derivation to be
filled with adventure and enigma. In An Imaginary Tale, Paul Nahin tells the 2000-year-old history of one of
mathematics' most elusive numbers, the square root of minus one, also known as i. He recreates the ba@ling
mathematical problems that conjured it up, and the colorful characters who tried to solve them. In 1878, when
two brothers stole a mathematical papyrus from the ancient Egyptian burial site in the Valley of Kings, they led
scholars to the earliest known occurrence of the square root of a negative number. The papyrus o@ered a
specific numerical example of how to calculate the volume of a truncated square pyramid, which implied the
need for i. In the first century, the mathematician-engineer Heron of Alexandria encountered I in a separate
project, but fudged the arithmetic; medieval mathematicians stumbled upon the concept while grappling with
the meaning of negative numbers, but dismissed their square roots as nonsense. By the time of Descartes, a
theoretical use for these elusive square roots--now called imaginary numbers --was suspected, but e@orts to
solve them led to intense, bitter debates. The notorious i finally won acceptance and was put to use in complex
analysis and theoretical physics in Napoleonic times. Addressing readers with both a general and scholarly
interest in mathematics, Nahin weaves into this narrative entertaining historical facts and mathematical
discussions, including the application of complex numbers and functions to important problems, such as
Kepler's laws of planetary motion and ac electrical circuits. This book can be read as an engaging history,
almost a biography, of one of the most evasive and pervasive numbers in all of mathematics. book.
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Other Books

Y o u  Sh o u ld n 't H av e to  Say  Go o d b y e:  It's  H ard  L o sin g th e Perso n  Y o u  L o v e th e                                       
M o st 
Sourcebooks, Inc. Paperback / soIback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, You Shouldn't
Have to Say Goodbye: It's Hard Losing the Person You Love the Most, Patricia Hermes,
Thirteen-year-old Sarah Morrow doesn't think much of the...
Do w n lo ad  ePu b  »      

Tin ga Tin ga Tales:  Wh y  L io n  Ro ars -  Read  it  Y o u rself  w ith  L ad y b ird                     
Paperback. Book Condition: New. Not Signed; This is a Tinga Tinga tale inspired by traditional
stories from Africa. Lion is king of Tinga Tinga but he can't roar! Can his friend Flea help Lion
to...
Do w n lo ad  ePu b  »      

Th e Prin cess an d  th e Fro g -  Read  it  Y o u rself  w ith  L ad y b ird                  
Paperback. Book Condition: New. Not Signed; A kind frog helps a princess and she makes him
a promise. What happens when the king tells her that she has keep her promise? Read it
yourself with...
Do w n lo ad  ePu b  »      

Th e Kid
Paperback. Book Condition: New. Not Signed; Winky thought he'd seen everything in
Wyoming Territory: rustlers, hangings, shoot-outs, cattle standing frozen sti@ in the snow.
Then into town one lazy day rode a long-haired kid and...
Do w n lo ad  ePu b  »      

N IV So u l Su rv iv o r N ew  Testamen t in  On e Y ear            
Paperback. Book Condition: New. Not Signed; 'The whole Bible, in just one year? You've got to
be kidding.' Don't panic! How about just the New Testament to start o@ with? Take thousands
of young people...
Do w n lo ad  ePu b  »      
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M au rice,  o r th e Fish er's C o t:  A  L o n g- L o st Tale               
Alfred A. Knopf. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. 0375404732 Never Read-12+ year old
Hardcover book with dust jacket-may have light shelf or handling wear-has a price sticker or
price written inside front or back cover-publishers mark-Good
Read  ePu b  »  

A ccid en tal Dad  ( Pap erb ack)      
Love Inspired, United States, 2016. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Not for Online.. 168 x 104
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. A Family for the Rancher In a heartbreaking instant,
rancher Sam Denver becomes
Read  ePu b  »  

Wran glin g th e C o w b o y  s H eart ( Pap erb ack)            
Love Inspired, United States, 2016. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Not for Online.. 168 x 104
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. Love Under the Big Sky Back home in Montana, free
spirit Jodie McCauley
Read  ePu b  »  

Th e Day  I Fo rgo t to  Pray    
Tate Publishing. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 28 pages. Dimensions: 8.7in. x
5.8in. x 0.3in.Alexis is an ordinary five-year-old who likes to run and play in the sandbox. On
her first day of Kindergarten, she
Read  ePu b  »  

A  Valen tin e f o r th e Veterin arian  ( Pap erb ack)          
Harlequin, United States, 2016. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Not for Online.. 168 x 104
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. IT S RAINING CATS AND DOGSAND BABIES? When
charismatic K-9 cop Alex Santiago shows
Read  ePu b  »  
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