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- United States. Excerpt: . . . nt today, as well as to our friend and colleague, Norm Coleman, who Ive had the
pleasure of collaborating with on several other issues. Mr. Chairman, | hope this can be an example of
bipartisan cooperation that can characterize more of our work here in the U. S. Capitol. In fact, Mr. Chairman,
this is an all too infrequent occurrence, working across the aisle to advance our Nations interests, making
common cause on our common challenges. The energy challenge that faces our country, as you know well, Mr.
Chairman, is not a democratic issue or a republican issue, it is an American issue and it is appropriate that we
work on it together and Im hopeful that perhaps this can serve as a template for solving the other challenges
that face us, finding the common ground that we need to build upon to create Americas future. This is the right
issue on which to start, Mr. Chairman, because our energy dependency and our future independence will be one
of the defining challenges of our generation. It affects so much that is important to this country. It affects our
economy, our national security, our finances, our environment and we need to make progress on this issue, Mr.
Chairman, if we are going to set our children free. We need to bring the same level of urgency and focus to this
issue that we did to the question of putting a man on the moon. It will take that kind of effort to make the
progress that America deserves. | hope we can begin to...
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