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he is villainous, greedy and merciless, and on the other hand we pity him because of his losses and his isolation
in society. Yet, one cannot make a clear-cut statement about him for he bears opposing characteristics in his
attitude. So, one can see, Shakespeare does not only depict opposites, but he also creates opposing opinions
about the same topic in our heads. Thus, the oppositions he shows in his play should be looked at more
carefully. Therefore, | want to focus on the contrast between Jewish usury and Christian ventures, for the
conflict between both groups constantly leads to essential problems in the play. As a preliminary step, | want to
look at the historical background, an important impact, which influenced the play's final conception. In the
following, | want to compare the attitudes of Christians towards Jews and vice versa. In addition to that, in this
paper | want to concentrate on the instance that complicates the tension between Christians and Jews: money.
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