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meet with many other instances in that of more modern governments. One distinction is however very
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faulty. In the first case, the venerable fabric of antiquity may be preserved in full strength and beauty, with a
few trifling alterations; in the second, an entire new structure must be raised from the ground. The former of
these enterprises may not be a work of much difficulty, obstacles almost innumerable obstruct the latter. CHAP.
VII. Of THE OBSTACLES IN A CHANGE OF THE LEGISLATION OF A PEOPLE, AND THE MEANS OF SURMOUNT- ING
THEM. If the legislature persuade at the time it acts-- if the public inclination be attended to in the formation of
laws--if their spirit be inseparable from that convi Kon of the public mind which produces a regular, voluntary
and cheerful obedience--if the alterations which may be necessary, seem to be even inspired by the public voice,
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