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illustrated. 1905 Excerpt: . . . there is little incentive to start new enterprises in this field. The market for fibrous
talc is limited almost entirely to the requirements of paper manufacturing, and since it scarcely seems probable
that the other uses can be augmented to any great extent, the demand, doubtless, will continue to be governed
by the conditions prevailing in that industry. So far as the American paper trade is concerned, St Lawrence talc
has become a staple article, but there is still some room for extending the foreign consumption, particularly in
Great Britain where manufacturers have been slow to recognize its advantages over other fillers. Germany is
the best of foreign markets and large quantities of the product are exported annually to that country. That it
can compete successfully with the high grade German clays sold at lower prices lends encouragement to the
view that the exports may be further increased. The superior qualities of talc from this region are primarily due
to its fibrous, pliable character. Thus in paper making it not only serves as a filler, but the fibers felt together
and strengthen the paper stock. A much larger proportion of fibrous talc can be incorporated in the pulp than
is possible with clay or other materials composed of scaly or rounded particles. Among the chief consumers are
manufacturers of book, writing and wall papers. The mills making newspaper use relatively smaller quantities
than is generally supposed. It is stated that some prejudice exists on their part...
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