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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1860 edition. Excerpt: .and is better here than any where else. Though he appears
pretty well now, were he to leave this who knows but he might relapse. No doubt he would like to return to the
world, but many there would distrust and despise him--no one does so here; and, upon the whole, I think it my
duty to keep him a little while longer. Besides, this place is very expensive to keep up, and I do not exactly see
how I could do without him. The person who soothes his conscience thus, may be, comparatively, rather a good
sort of man, and yet in this be guilty of a fearful amount of cruelty and injustice toward a fellow creature,
whose soul he is slowly but surely breaking upon the agonizing wheel of hope deferred. And with the lower class
of patients, there is a temptation to overwork, where the labour can be made profitable, and passed under the
name of exercise--to wrong them in the quantity and quality of their food, and to employ cheap, lazy
attendants, to whom no wise man would trust the keeping of his swine. Were private asylums a necessity, all this
risk would have to be run, but they are not, because public asylums can entirely supersede them; and in public
asylums, where the superintendent is no way enriched by confining people who should be at large, but whose
credit is raised in proportion to the number of cured patients...
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